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THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS 

Philippians was written by Paul about A.D. 62 during his fIrst imprisonment in Rome. It was in 
Philippi that a woman named Lydia and also the Philippian jailer and his family were converted. (Acts 
16:14-34) It was from this beginning that the fIrst church in Europe was started. 

Paul is writing to the now established church at Philippi to acknowledge and express his apprecia
tion for a gift of money brought to him by Epaphroditus. This particular letter of Paul's is especially one 
of praise and affection and his great love and care for the Philippians can be seen throughout this letter. 

Even though Paul is a prisoner at this time, this is a letter of triumph and joy. He does not look at 
the circumstances that surround him, but rather to the Lord Jesus Christ, knowing that God can work in 
any circumstance as long as he himself is a submissive vessel. What lessons can be learned in our own 
lives as we, like Paul, see that it is not the circumstances that count, but the Lord Jesus Christ! What 
victory and joy we have when we are able to trust God to care for us as we in turn care for others. 

Read the sixteenth chapter of Acts to learn the background of Paul's fIrst visit to Philippi. 

CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 

Chapter one begins with a greeting from Paul and Timothy to the saints at Philippi. It continues 
on to express the thanksgivings and prayers for the church and then Paul tells something of his own condi
tion as a prisoner. 

1. 	 Who is the author of this epistle? _______________________ 

2. 	 To whom is it written? __________________________ 

3. 	 Paul thanked God and prayed much for the Philippians. He also in verse 6 expressed a certain 

confIdence in regard to them. What was it? ___________________ 

4. 	 In what way were they partakers of Paul's grace? v. 7 _______________ 

This grace received by Paul and the Philippians is the power of confmning the Gospel by their 
sufferings. See verse 29. 

5. 	 Paul prayed that their love would abound in ___________________ 

and _________________________.v.9 

6. 	 What are three other things in verses 10 and 11 that Paul prayed for the Philippians? 
a. ___________________________________ 

b. _________________________________ 
c. ____________________________________ 

7. 	 What view did Paul take concerning the things that had happened to him? v. 12 ______ 
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8. How did the fact that Paul's bonds were manifest in the palace and other places further the cause 
ofChrist?v.14 ____________________________________________________ 

9. Why did some preach Christ of contention? _______________________ 

10. 	 How did this manner of preaching affect Paul? v. 18 _____________________________ 

11. 	 Paul's earnest desire is for Christ to be magnified whether by life or by death. What does he say 
concerning life and death as it affects him? v. 21 _________________ 

This is the key verse of Philippians and once it is revealed to us by the Spirit, it becomes a joyous 
truth. 

12. What was Paul's conflict? vv. 23 and 24 _____________________________ 

13. What was his conclusion? ______________________________ 

14. How does Paul tell them their conversation or conduct should be? v. 27 ____________ 

15. What great privilege was given to the Philippians? v. 29 ______________ 

Remember, if we suffer for Christ it is because He has counted us worthy! What glory if we re
joice when that great honor is bestowed upon us. 

CHAPTER TWO • READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 

This chapter begins with an exhortation to unity and meekness and then goes on to give Christ as 
the supreme example of humility and obedience. Paul uses himself: Timothy, and Epaphroditus as 
examples also. 

1. 	 What four things mentioned in verse 1 should be conducive to spiritual unity? 
a. __________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________ 
c. ___________________________________ 
d. ___________________________________________________ 

2. In what way does Paul tell the Philippians that they can fulfill his joy? ______________ 

3. In what way are we to consider or think of others? v. 3 ____________________ 

It is human nature to think of ourselves ftrst, but it is the nature of Christ to think of others first as 
verses 3 and 4 admonish. The power to follow this admonition lies in verse 5 which says "Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 
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1 , 

4. Verse 7, speaking of the incarnation of Christ, says "He made himself of no reputation." This is 
literally saying that He "emptied" himself of his deity and took on the likeness of men. Christ 
voluntarily laid aside the outward appearance of his deity and the divine attributes as far as his 
own benefit was concerned. He not only did this, but to what extent did He humble himself for our 

sakes?v.8 _______________________________________________ 

5. When God highly exalted Jesus, what did He give to Him? _____________ 

6. 	 Everything in heaven, earth and under the earth will pay obeisance at what name? _____ 

Jesus in His humanity was debased to the lowest degree in the eyes of man. Even the most de
spised form of death was His portion so that He was put to shame before the world. But now, God has 
highly exalted Him and it is at the name of Jesus that all shall pay homage. Jesus (the name meaning 
Saviour) is the exalted name because it denotes both His humiliation and his triumph over sin, death and 
hell. It is in the name of Jesus that all things are done. 

7. 	 Paul tells the Philippians in verse 12 to work out their salvation with __________ 
and _______________________________________________________ 

8. 	 In verse 13 what is it that God works in us? _________________________ 

9. 	 What are we to hold forth to the world? v.16 __________________________ 

10. 	 Paul intends to send Timothy to the Philippians soon and commends him very highly. In express

ing the bond he felt for Timothy, what comparison did he use? _____________ 

11. 	 In expressing his feelings for Epaphroditus in verse 25, Paul calls him his _________ 

12. For what reason was Epaphroditus near death? v. 30 _________________ 

CHAPTER THREE· READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 

Here Paul warns the Philippians against the Judaizers, then expresses his confidence of triumph in 
Christ, and of the power of God to provide for all needs and ultimate glory in the presence ofGod. 

1. 	 In warning against the Judaizers, what three expressions does Paul use in referring to them? v. 2 

\' 
2. In verse 3 what are three characteristics of those who are spiritually circumcised? 

~-----------------------------------I: 	 b. ________________________________ 
c. ___________________________________ 

3. 	 What are three things mentioned in verse 5 concerning Paul's background? 
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4. 	 In verse 5 and 6 we can see five things that Paul could have had confidence in, if he were trusting 
in the flesh: in a ritual, in a race, in religion, in accomplishments, and in personal righteousness. 
All of these things had much meaning to the Jews. Paul lacked nothing in attainment. But in 

verse 7 what is Paul's conclusion concerning this matter? ______________ 

5. 	 What righteousness did Paul desire to have? __________________ 

6. 	 In verse 10, what four things is Paul seeking? 
a. ____________________________________________ 
b. ________________________________________________ 
c. ___________________________________________________ 
d. _________________________________________________~ 

7. 	 What prize is Paul seeking in verse 14? ___________________________________ 

8. 	 How will the Philippians know if they are otherwise minded (not of the same mind)? v. 15 

9. What does Paul say concerning the enemies of the cross? v. 19 ___________________ 

10. Where do we have our conversation? ("conversation" literally means citizenship) _______ 

Paul is saying here that our permanent dwelling place is in heaven and that this world is only a 
temporary resting place for us until that day when our Lord shall return again. 

11. 	 In verse 21 it says that the Lord Jesus Christ shall change our body to be like ___---!:.___ 

CHAPTER FOUR· READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 

Peace is the theme that runs throughout this final chapter of Philippians. 

1. 	 In verse 1 Paul calls the beloved Philippians his and _____________ 

2. 	 What exhortation did he give to Euodias and Syntyche? ____________________ 

3. In verse 4, one way of attaining and keeping the peace of God is by ____________ 

4. In verse 5, what is an incentive for letting our moderation be known to all? ___________ 

Moderation literally means "gentleness," "forbearance," or "reasonableness." 

5. What will keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus? v. 7 ________________ 

6. What are the things that Paul says to think or meditate upon? v. 8 ____________ 
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7. In verse 9, what does Paul tell the Philippians to do? _______--'-_______ 

8. Why did Paul rejoice in the Lord? _____________________ 

9. What was Paul's attitude concerning his own physical state or surroundings? v. 11 _____ 

10. What are we able to do through Christ? v. 13 __________________ 

11. In verse 17, Paul states that he does not desire a gift, but what does he desire? _______ 

I 

,I
I 

12. 	 Mter speaking about the things which he had received, what promise does Paul give the Philippi
ans?v.19 _______________________________ 

PLEASE MEMORIZE THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES, AND THEN WRITE THEM FROM 
MEMORY: 

Philippians 1:6 _____________________________ 

Philippians 1:21 _____________________________ 

Philippians 4:13 _____________________________ 

Philippians 4:19 _______________________________ 
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1 
THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS 


Colossians is another of the prison epistles written by Paul at about the same time as Philippians. 
At the time of this letter, Paul had not visited the Colossian church, but he had much love and concern for 
them in the Lord. This church may have been established by Epapbras who is mentioned in this epistle. 

One of the reasons for this letter was to warn the church against false teaching that was coming in, 
and to establish or confmn the truth. 

The theme of Colossians is lithe Headship of Christ." 

CHAPTER ONE. READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 
L Who is the author of Colossians'l _____________________ 

To whom is the epistle written? ______________________2. 
3. 	 In verses 5 and 6, what does Paul say brings forth fruit1 ______________ 

WhoisEpapbras?v.7 ____________________________4. 

5. 	 In verse 9 Paul prays that they might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all ______ 
_____________ and _____________________________ 

When Paul speaks of being filled with the knowledge of His will, this not only applies to our 
individual lives, but, in the fullest sense, it applies to knOwing God's will or His eternal purpose and plan 
as it is set forth in His Word. If we know this in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, then we are able 
to apply this knowledge effectively. 

6. 	 Next Paul prays that they might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, which would lead to 
_______________________ and _________ 

In this verse, the word pleasing literally means Ita preference of the will of others before our own." 
It has also been translated as "unto every anticipation of His will." If we are fIlled with the knowledge of 
His will and walk worthy unto all pleasing (anticipation of His will), we are bound to be fruitful in goexl 
works and increase in knowledge of God. 

7. 	 Finally, Paul prays that they might be strengthened with all might unto ___________ 
and _____________________________ 

8. 	 In verses 12 and 13. Paul gives thanks to God for three things He has done for His people. What 
arethey'la. ______________________________________________ 

b. _____________________________________________ 
c. __________________________________________ 

9. 	 By whom and for whom were all things created'l ______________________ 

10. 	 Of what is Christ the head? ____________________________ 
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11. 	 Name two other things that are said concerning Christ in verses 18 and 19. 
a. ______________________________________________________________ _ 
b. __________________________________________ 

12. 	 How was peace made? _____________________________~_______ 

13. 	 Verses 21-23 say that even though we were once enemies. ifwe continue in the faith. the Lord 
will present us and and __________ 

14. 	 What is the mystery that has been hidden from ages and generations? vv.26-27 

15. What enabled Paul to labor as he did? v. 29 __________________ 

CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 
Here Paul warns against the doctrine of false teachers. 

1. 	 In verses 2 and 3, Paul wants the Colossians to have the full assurance of understanding concern

ing the mystery of God, which is Christ the Head of the Church, in whom is hidden _____ 

Ifwe have the understanding with full assurance that all wisdom and knowledge are contained in 
Christ, or in this mystery of God now revealed, then we are freed from seeking answers in philosophy, 
psychology or any other enticing means of man. We shall fully know that Christ Jesus is the only source 
of supply. 

2. 	 Since he was not with them, how was Paul able to behold the order and steadfastness of their 

faith? ----------------------------------------------------------- 
3. 	 In verse 9 (and 1:19), what does Paul declare about Jesus? -----r---------- 

4. 	 Christ is the head of all principalities and powers and we are ____________________ 

The word "complete" here means "filled full. If Every need. that we have is answered or supplied in 
Christ. We are filled full in Christ 

5. 	 Of what circumcision are we? v. 11 _________________________________________ 

6. 	 If we are buried with Christ in baptism, we are also risen with Him. By what means? 

7. What was nailed to the cross? v. 14 ______________________________________ 

It was a Roman custom to inscribe on a placard the law that was broken, and to nail the placard 
above the head of the one executed. This showed the judgment for the offense. Above Jesus they nailed 
"Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews," but what God saw was the handwriting of the ten ordinances given 
at Sinai. As Jesus shed His Blood, the price for transgression of the law was fully paid once and for all. 
Now we, who are in Christ, live under grace and not under law. 

8. 	 Paul tells the Colossians not to let any man judge them in meat, drink or the keeping of certain 
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_____________________________ __ 

days. Why? vv. 16 and 17 _____...,.-________________ 

The rest of the chapter is a warning against false mysticism, and is just as needful today as it was 
then. There is one mediator between God and man, and that is Jesus Christ our Lord. 

CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 

This chapter discusses some of the characteristics involved in everyday Christian living in its 
various aspects. 

1. 	 What shall we seek after if we are risen with Christ? _______________ 

Where is Christ sitting? _________________________2. 

3. 	 Who is going to appear with Christ in glory? v. 4 ________________ 

4. What are some of the things that cause the wrath ofGotl to fall on the children of disobedience? 
v.5 _________________________________ 

5. 	 In verses 8 and 9 Paul names certain things that should be put out of our lives, seeing that we 
have ________________________________ 

We notice that in the above verses we are told to mortify or put to death certain acts, and again we 
are told to put off certain habits. All of these habits can develop from a little seed into a deeply entrenched 
part of our lives. These habits have no place in the life of one who has put on the new man. In other 
words, there are certain things that we are expected to do through the grace given to us by God. 

6. 	 In verses 12 and 13 Paul tells us what to put on or to be clothed with, and in verse 14 he puts one 

thing above all else. What is this bond of perfectness? ______________ 

7. 	 What should rule in our hearts? ______________________ 

8. 	 What are we to do in the name of the Lord? v. 17 ________________ 

9. 	 What exhortation does Paul give to the following: 
Wives ________________________________ 

Husbands ________________________________ 

Chil~en 

Fathers ________________________________ 

SeNants ______________________________ 

10. 	 Read carefully verses 18-21 which admonish us concerning family relations. This admonition I 

would come closer to fulfillment in our lives if we would practice verse 23, which says _____ 

11. Is God a respecter of persons? _______________________ 

CHAPTER FOUR .. READ THE CHAPTER FIRST 
1. 	 What is Paul's exhortation in verse 2? __________________________ 
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2. What did he desire that the Colossians should pray for concerning himself? _______ 

3. What is said in verse 5 concerning the relationship of the Christian toward those that are without? 

4. What two men did Paul send to the Colossians? ________________ 

5. 	 Who was Paul's fellowprisoner? v. 10 ____________________ 

6. 	 Paul commends Epaphras and says that he has great zeal for the saints at ________ 
and ________________ 

7. 	 What other two men sent greetings? v. 14 ___________________ 

8. 	 What message did Paul want given to Archippus? ________________ 

9. What did Paul ask them to remember? ____________________ 


PLEASE MEMORIZE THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES, AND THEN WRITE THEM FROM 

MEMORY: 


Colossians 1:26-27 _____________________________ 

/" 

Colossians 3:1-2 ______________________________ 
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PHILEMON 

Philemon is a letter from the Apostle Paul to Philemon, a wealthy Christian in Colosse. It was 
most probably written and delivered at the same time as the Epistle to the Colossians. The subject of the 
letter is Onesimus, one of Philemon's slaves, who had run away to Rome, met Paul, and became a Chris
tian. Paul sent this brief letter with the returning Onesimus to Philemon, begging his friend not to punish 
his slave, but to receive him as a brother. 

We may ask how this letter, on a private subject and containing none of Paul's usual great doctri
nal statements, became part of the Scriptures. Yet, brief as it is, there is much in Philemon that demon
strates the practical application of the Gospel in relationships between brethren. 

1. How does Paul describe himself in verse I? _____________________ 

Outwardly, Paul was a prisoner of the Emperor Nero; inwardly, of Jesus Christ. He, too, was a 
slave. 

2. Who met in Philemon's house? v. 2 _________________________ 

3. What good qualities did Philemon possess? v. 5 ___________________ 

4. Toward whom did he demonstrate these qualities? v. 5 
a. b. ________________________ 

Philemon's character had developed the evidence ofmaturity that Paul constantly looked for in the 
churches he watched over. Read nThessalonians 1:3, Colossians 1:4, and Ephesians 1:15. 

5. What effect did Philemon's fellowship have on the saints? v. 7 ______________ 

The word "bowels" to the Greek signified the inner man, or the heart. 

Paul now comes to the purpose of his letter. He makes it clear that it is because of Philemon's 
Christian maturity and his kindness toward all saints, regardless of their station in life, that Paul feels he 
can ask the favor he is about to ask on behalf of Onesimus. 

6. Paul tells Philemon that although he has the authority as an apostle to ___________ 

(v. 8), or command, Philemon to do what he wants, for love's sake he rather ________ 

him. v. 9 

How often, when we are sure ours is a righteous cause, we run rough-shod over the feelings of 
others. Yet Paul loves not only Onesimus, but Philemon also. He wants God's best for all His children, 
and so proceeds with the utmost gentleness and tact. 

Paul presents 22 stated or implied reasons why Philemon ought to receive Onesimus as a brother 
in the Lord, although by Roman law he was worthy ofdeath. 

7. What two things does Paul say concerning his own situation? v. 9 
a. b. __________________ 

This might be a last request from Philemon's beloved elder. 
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8. What does Paul call Onesimus in verse 10? ____________--____ 

In other words, Paul is saying, treat this man whom I led to the Lord as my son. 

9. 	 When Onesimus ran away, he was , but is now ______ 

_________" both to Philemon and to Paul. v. 11 (Onesimus means "profitable.") 

10. 	 Sending Onesimus away is to Paul like sending away _______________ 

(v. 12), because of Paul's love for him and the great help Onesimus was to Paul in his imprison
ment (v. 13). 

11. 	 Why did Paul not just keep Onesimus in Rome with him? v. 14 ___________ 

According to Roman law, Paul was required to restore Onesimus to his owner. However, the law 
of God had something else to say. Read Deuteronomy 23:15-16. 

12. 	 How did Paul want Philemon to receive Onesimus? v. 16 ______________ 

The fact that Christians are brethren in Christ takes precedence over any other relationship be
tween them. 

13. 	 Write out verse 17. __________________________ 

Paul completely lays himself on the line for this runaway slave who has been redeemed by the 
Lord. IfPhilemon rejects Onesimus, as he has every legal right and probably every natural inclination to 
do, he will be rejecting Paul himself. Jesus showed a similar spirit when he completely identified with us, 
even to the point of dying for us. "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren," He said, "ye have done it unto me." (Matthew 25:40) 

14. 	 A slave was worth about a year's wages, and Onesimus' absence had certainly inconvenienced 
Philemon financially. What does Paul say concerning Philemon's losses because of Onesimus? 

v.18b ____________________________________ 

15. 	 Philemon should be willing to accept Onesimus "on credit," since Philemon owes Paul ___ 

_____________ v. 19b Philemon would not be saved if it were not for Paul. 

16. 	 What does Paul have confidence Philemon will do in answer to his letter? v.21 

Paul may be hinting that Onesimus should be set free entirely. 

We can see in this gentle, graceful letter how the slave markets of the world were eventually to fall 
before the cross of Jesus Christ It isa model to us of how the Gospel effects social change. 

17. 	 Paul was no revolutionary rebel. What did he exhort in Ephesians 6:5? 

Nevertheless, because of Christianity, attitudes toward the system of slavery began to change. 
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 18. 	 Read James 2:1-3. The Lord warns believers not to have the faith of our Lord with _____ 

_________________'. (v. 1) 

In the early church, this truth was applied to social customs in the assembling of the saints. A 
Christian businessman was not to make his brother sit on the floor just because he was a slave. In fact, his 
slave might be his pastor! 

19. 	 Read Colossians 3:10-11. In Christ, is there any difference in value between "bond and free," or 

between a slave and a free man? v. 11 ________ 

Before the Lord, differences between people are merely differences in worldly position, and not in 
worth. Christ died for the slave as well as for the king. 

Just as salvation begins in a man's spirit and gradually works outward until all his behavior is 
controlled by the Lord, similarly as individuals in a society become Christians, the society gradually 
changes to reflect the Body of Christ. Wherever Christ has come, slavery has eventually crumbled. 

20. 	 Why does Paul, prisoner of one of the chief persecutors of Christians among the Roman emperors, 

feel he is about to be set free? v. 22 _____________________ 

I have answered all questions and memorized each verse to the best of my ability. 

Name: ---------------- 
Address: _______________ 

Dare: _________________ 
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