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THE CHRISTIAN WORKER BIBLE STUDY PROGRAM

The vision of the Christian Worker Program is that all who hunger and thirst for the truth of God’s = |
word should be filled. In offering these Bible studies, we hope to meet the need of those who desire
to become more acquainted with the Word of God. As you study, we pray that your faith will be .
strengthened and that your desire for the deeper things of God will be increased.

The Christian Worker Bible Studies Series is basically designed for individual study; however, group
study is also encouraged. Many times a deeper search is made into God’s word if more than one
participate. The only additional text used is the Bible.

Each study contains questions along with blank spaces for your written answer. Comments are added
both to clarify and to stimulate interest. The Introductory booklet should be studied first in order to
better grasp the full potential of the Christian Worker Program.

A small donation is requested for each study to cover basic costs.

A certificate of award is available upon completion of this study. Please contact your ‘# 1 link or Mini-
Bible School Director for your certificate.

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY:

Only your Bible is needed to complete this study.
(Note: Additional Bible versions often give you greater insight.)

Pray before you begin and ask the Lord to enlighten your spiritual understanding.

Read the question carefully and then read the Bible text at least twice.
(Reading the text aloud is of great value.)

Work on your study regularly. If you lay it aside, you will lose the flow and continuity of the
lesson.

As you complete each lesson or chapter, mentally summarize what you have just learned.

Other helpé such as commentaries or devotional books can add greater depth to your studies.

A DEFINITE PRINCIPLE IS INVOLVED IN STUDYING GOD’S WORD. THE BENEFITS
RECEIVED ARE DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE TIME AND EFFORT INVESTED. -
GOD BLESS YOU IN YOUR STUDIES.
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THE BOOK OF RUTH

The book of Ruth is very important for at least two reasons. First, it traces the ancestry of David
through whom the Messiah was born. Second, the relationship between Boaz and Ruth is an allegory or
picture of the redemption of the church by Christ.

The authorship of Ruth is not actually known, but Jewish tradition has assigned it to Samuel.

The events recorded in this story are believed to have taken place during the time of Gideon
(Judges 6-8), and covered a period of about ten years. This beautiful story emerges as a bright spot during
the time of strife and unrest in Jewish history.

1. What characterized the period of the judges? Judges 21:25b _€very man did that which was right in his own eyes.

2. According to Leviticus 26:19-20, what would happen to their land and trees if Israel did not
obey the commandments of the Lord?

your land shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.

This judgment, of course, indicates a time of famine.
CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

1. As the book of Ruth begins, what condition existed in Israel? v. 1

when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land.

2. What were the names of the husband, wife and two sons that moved from Bethlehem-judah to
Moab? v. 2 Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion

The name Elimelech means "my God is King". When Elimelech moved to Moab, he denied his
very name. As a Jew, he knew his trust was to be in God, but instead he relied upon his own strength and
understanding. Rather than staying with the other Israelites and submitting to God, he went to the land of
his enemies to find deliverance and relief.

3. What happened to Elimelech in Moab? v. 3 __Elimelech Naomi's husband died;

4. After Elimelech’s death, Mahlon and Chilion married Moabite women. What were their names?
v.4 Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth

According to Deuteronomy 7:3, mixed marriages were against the Hebrew law. Once again this
family was in rebellion against the will of God. Nevertheless, the grace and divine providence of God
took these wrongs and used them to bring about His own purpose and will.

5. After being in Moab for about ten years, Mahlon and Chilion (whose names mean "sickly” and

"wasting") died. What did Naomi decide to do then? v. 6 _Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might

return from the country of Moab

6. What had Naomi heard about her homeland? v. 6b

she had heard in the country of Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in giving them bread.

7. Who went with Naomi when she left Moab? v. 7 _her two daughters in law with her; and they went
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8. In verse 8, what were Naomi’s instructions to her daughters-in-law?

Go, return each to her mother's house

9 What was their response" v. 10 Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.

The significance of Naomi’s words in verses 11-13 can be explained through the customs of that
time. If a man died and left a widow, the brother or nearest relative was to marry the widow. The first-
born son of this second marriage was then given the name of the first husband, in order that his name
might be carried on. Naomi had no other sons to marry Ruth and Orpah, and so she was concerned for
their future.

10.  What did Ruth do? v. 14 ___Ruth clave unto her
11 What did Orpah ﬁnally do? vv. 14-15 9°0ne back unto her people, and unto her gods

Verse 16 shows Ruth’s true submission and commitment, not just to Naomi, but to God. For
Ruth, there was no turning back.

12. Read and memorize verse 16. Write it from memory.
Don't stop me from following you. where you go | will go, your people will be my people and your God shall be my God.

13.  When Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem, what did the people ask? v.19 __'® this Naomi

14.  Naomi, whose name means "pleasant”, asked to be called _ call me Mara
15. Why did she want to be called Mara? v. 20 for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.

16.  Naomi had gone out full but returned __¢MPY

Naomi had left Bethlehem with a husband and two sons, but she returned as a poor, childless
widow. In asking to be called Mara (which means "bitterness") rather than Naomi, she was giving expres-
sion to her bitter condition.

17. At what season did Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem? v. 22
and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.

CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

1. What was the name of the man who was related to Naomi’s husband? v. 1 his name was Boaz.

2. When Ruth, as a respectful daughter-in-law, asked permission to glean in the fields, what was

Naomi’s response? v. 2 Go, my daughter.

As impoverished widows, Naomi and Ruth were protected and provided for by the law. Read
Deuteronomy 24:19-21. Workers in the field were instructed to leave the gleanings for the stranger, fa-
therless and widow.

3. Ruth’s request to glean implied a faith in God to lead her to someone who would be kind to her.

Whose field was she directed to by divine providence? v. 3 __f1€ld belonging unto Boaz
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. . . . i is?
4. After his arrival, what was the first question Boaz asked? v. 5 _"/hose damselis this?

In verses 6 and 7, the servant gave an account of Ruth’s background and her industrious attitude
toward work.

5 In verse 8 what did Boaz tell Ruth to do? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here

fast by my maidens:

Verse 9 records the provision that Boaz made for Ruth’s welfare.
6. Why was Ruth surprised that she found grace in the eyes of Boaz? v. 10 _seeing |am a stranger?

Since she was a stranger, Ruth was conscious of her unworthiness to receive such favor. In like
manner, we who were once strangers to the kingdom of God were also unworthy, but we received grace in
the eyes of God through the love of Jesus.

7. Boaz’s reply showed his knowledge of Ruth’s love and care for Naomi and also her complete
commitment to this new life. What blessing for Ruth did Boaz ask of the Lord? v. 12

The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel

8. What did Ruth say that Boaz had done for her? v. 13

for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid,

9, What did Boaz invite Ruth to do? v. 14 At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the

Verses 15 and 16 tell of the provision that Boaz continued to make for Ruth. Boaz wanted Ruth to
have much more than just the gleanings.

10.  How much barley did Ruth glean? v. 17 _tasaboutan ephah of barley

An ephah is a bushel.

11.  Seeing how much had been gleaned, Naomi asked Ruth where she had worked that day. Then
Naomi said. " blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom she

had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom | wrought to day is Boaz. "v. 19

In verses 20-22, Naomi blessed Boaz and counseled Ruth to continue working in the field of Boaz.
12.  How long did Boaz tell Ruth to work in his field? v. 21 __until they have ended all my harvest.

CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

In order to obtain security for Ruth, Naomi began to plan for Ruth’s future marriage. Even though
she was only her daughter-in-law, Naomi took the place of Ruth’s mother.

1 What question did Naomi ask in verse 1? shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?

Verses 1-5 can be understood in the light of Jewish law and custom. Boaz, as a kinsman of Elime-
lech, could redeem Elimelech’s property lost through poverty; he could also marry Ruth to fulfill the
claim that Naomi had on him. Naomi told Ruth to lie at the feet of Boaz as a reminder of this duty.

2. Did Ruth do as she was told? v. 5 All that thou sayest unto me I will do.
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. . ?
3. When Boaz woke up and saw a woman at his feet, what did he ask? v. 9 o2t thou

4. What did Ruth ask Boaz to do? v. 9 spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.

Ruth’s statement was an indication to Boaz that he not only had the right, but the request to pro-
ceed as kinsman-redeemer. Boaz respected Ruth for the kindness and compassion she had bestowed upon
Naomi. He also knew she was a virtuous woman. Now, by this act of obedience, Boaz saw that she was
submissive to the God of Israel and the Jewish laws and traditions.

I will do to thee all that thou requirest: yes he was

5. Was Boaz willing to undertake this duty? v. 11
6. What was the one obstacle that stood in the way of this marriage? v.12 _howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than |

7. What would Boaz do if the other kinsman would not marry Ruth? v. 13

then will | do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the Lord liveth:

8. What did Boaz put into Ruth’s vail just before she left? v. 15 _he measured six measures of barley
9. Why had Boaz given the barley to Ruth? v. 17 G0 notempty unto thy mother in law
10. Naomi knew that Boaz would not rest until he finished the business that _day- .v. 18

CHAPTER FOUR - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

1. Boaz went to the city gate and waited. When the other kinsman came by, Boaz asked him to sit
down. Who else did Boaz ask to join them?

v.?2 ten men of the elders of the city

In verses 3 and 4, Boaz clearly explained to those present the reason for the meeting.

2. What was Naomi selling and to whom had it belonged? v. 3
selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech's:

3. Did the kinsman agree to buy the parcel of land? v. 4 _And he said, I will redeem it.

In verse 5, Boaz told the kinsman that the responsibility of raising up a son by Ruth went along
with the privilege of redeeming the land.

4. Why did the kinsman give up the right to buy the land? v. 6

| cannot redeem it for myself, lest | mar mine own inheritance

The nearer kinsman had another inheritance with which he was more concerned.

5. How was the transaction between Boaz and the other kinsman confirmed? v.7
a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour

6. What did Boaz buy? vv. 9-10 that | have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's,

Boaz willingly and eagerly paid the required price for his bride. In like manner, Christ was even
more willing to pay the full price to purchase His bride, which is the Church. Like Ruth, we were hea-
thens and foreigners, in poverty and bondage to sin. Like Boaz, Jesus showed us His grace, and we were
brought into a full and everlasting relationship with our great and eternal Bridegroom.

of the hand of Naomi.
10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have | purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance

4.
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7. What did the women say the child born to Ruth and Boaz would be to Naomi? v. 15
restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age

8. What was the name of the child born to Ruth and Boaz? v. 17 __ 9Ped

9. Who were Obed’s son and grandson? v. 17 _Jesse, and King David

Verses 18-22 are actually the climax of this entire book. Because these scriptures trace the descent
of David, they reveal the main purpose of the book of Ruth.

Boaz who was a Jew, married Ruth who was a Moabite or Gentile, and they became one. Thus,
the blood of the Jew and Gentile became intermingled in the veins of Jesus. Similarly, through the
redeeming work of Jesus, which is extended to whosoever will, the Jew and Gentile are as one in the body
of Christ.

"For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no differ-
ence between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him."
Romans 10:11-12

"And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father,

keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are".
John 17:11
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THE BOOK OF ESTHER

Israel had experienced severe judgment because of her continued sin and rebellion. God had
allowed the Assyrians and Babylonians to destroy Israel’s cities and take the people captive. First, in 722
B.C. the northern ten tribes of Israel had been captured and dispersed by Assyria. In 586 B.C. the two
southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, had suffered the same fate at the hands of Babylon. In 538 B.C.
Cyrus of Persia conquered Babylon, and the Jews became Persian captives. Cyrus however, was a more
liberal ruler than the Babylonians, and the Jews prospered in his kingdom. Within a few years, all that
remained of Israel was under the dominion of the Medo-Persian Empire. The book of Esther provides
valuable historical and spiritual insight into this period of Medo-Persian rule.

Esther is an exciting story about a Jewish girl who became the queen of Persia and was used to
save the nation of Israel from destruction. Although the name of God is never mentioned in this book, it
is unmistakably a story of God’s divine care for His people. His intervention and guidance can be seen in
the lives of Mordecai and Esther throughout the entire story.

The author of this book is unknown. However, because the writer obviously had detailed knowl-
edge of the events of this story, Mordecai is thought to have been the author.

Esther is the last book in the section of the Bible called the Historical Books. (Joshua through
Esther) Even though the events of the book occurred after the restoration of the temple in Jerusalem (as
recorded in Ezra), they actually preceded the lifetime of Nehemiah by about 30 years.

CHAPTER ONE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST
This chapter recounts Queen Vashti’s fall from the throne of Persia.
What was the name of the king? v. 1 __ Ahasuerus

What was the extent of his kingdom" v. 1 which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia,

Over how many provinces did Ahasuerus reign? v. 1 _overan hundred and seven and twenty provinces

In what year of his reign did Ahasuerus make a great feast for his nobles and princes? v. 3

el .

In.the third year of his reign

5. What did Queen Vashti do at this time? v. 9

Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus.

6. Why did the king want Queen Vashti brought before him? v. 11

for she was fair to look on.

7. What was the qucen’s response? v. 12 the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him.

According to Persian custom, women were kept in the background. In refusing to go to the king,
Vashti was not only upholding tradition, but also her modesty and respect. However, because she diso-
beyed her husband and his royal command, she was divorced and banished. The end of Queen Vashti’s
reign was the beginning of a chain of events forged by the hand of God.

8. What did Memucan say would happen to all the other Persian women if Vashti was not punished?

v. 17 this deed of the queen shall come abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise their husbands in their eyes
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10.

11.

How did Memucan say the royal commandment should read? v. 19

let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes; that it be not altered

According to Memucan, what would happen when the decree was published? v. 20

all the wives shall give to their husbands honour, both to great and small.

Did the king issue the decree? vv. 21-22 he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every province according to the
writing thereof,

CHAPTER TWO - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

This chapter introduces Esther, who became Persia’s new queen, and her cousin and guardian,

Mordecai.
1. Who did the king’s servants decide should be queen instead of Vashti? vv. 2-4
And let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti. And the thing pleased the king
2. Mordecai was a __Jew, son of Kish from the tribe of Benjamin. v. 5
3. What was Mordecai’s relationship to Esther? v. 7 __his uncle's daughter
4. What did Mordecai do with Esther when her parents died? v. 7
when her father and mother were dead, took for his own daughter.
5. When the king’s command was heard, what was done with Esther? v. 8
that Esther was brought also unto the king's house
6. Who was Hegai? v. 8 Hegai, keeper of the women.
. . . . the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of
7. Why did Hegai help Esther and treat her with kindness? v. 9a o
8. Why did Esther not tell anyone she was a Jew? v. 10

for Mordecai had charged her that she should not shew it.

Esther had been raised to be obedient. When Mordecai instructed her not to disclose her Jewish

heritage, she did not question his reasons. Esther’s unknown background formed yet another link in the
chain of events. Although Esther was unaware of what lay ahead, the Lord was carefully preparing her
for an important ministry.

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Why did Mordecai walk before the court of the women’s house? v. 11
to know how Esther did, and what should become of her

How long did each woman have to wait to appear before the king? v. 12 _twelve months

When was Esther taken before the king" v. 16 in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth

Because King Ahauserus loved Esther as soon as he saw her, what did he do? v. 17b

so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti.

After Esther became queen, where did Mordecai sit? v. 19 _then Mordecai sat in the king's gate.
Bigthan and Teresh

Who were the king’s doorkeepers? v. 21

What did they conspire todo? v. 21 and sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus

What did Mordecai do when he discovered the plot? v, 22 _ toditunto Esther the queen
p

What happened to Bigthan and Teresh? v. 23 _ bothhangedonatree
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Mordecai’s faithful deed was recorded in the palace book of records and chronicles. Although
Mordecai was not rewarded at the time, his action would play an important part in later events.

CHAPTER THREE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

For reasons which are not recorded, King Ahasuerus suddenly promoted a man named Haman to
the high office of chief prince. Haman was a very proud and arrogant man. When Mordecai refused to
bow to him, Haman used his newly gained power to turn against all Jews.

To what position was Haman advanced? v. 1 advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him

. . , H
What did the king’s servants do? v. 2 _P°Wedand reverenced Haman
e?v.2 Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.

1.
2.
3. What was Mordecai’s respons
4.

Mordecai would not bow, for he was a __he had told them that he was a Jew.

The Persians thought of their kings as gods. Therefore, any person appointed by the king was also
highly honored, and the people freely gave these men reverence and bowed down to them. On the other
hand, because he was a Jew, Mordecai would bow only to the Lord God.

5. What did Haman decide to do to all Jews when he saw that Mordecai would not bow to him? v. 6
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus

In order to decide when to destroy the Jews, Haman cast Pur, or lots, for each day and then for
each month. The delay of the Jews’ execution until the twelfth month was not by coincidence or luck.
The Lord had arranged circumstances so as to work all things together for the good of His people, and to
destroy the plans of the enemy. (Romans 8:28)

6. What did Haman tell King Ahasuerus about the Jews? v. 8b

their laws are diverse from all people; neither keep they the king's laws: therefore it is not for the king's profit to suffer them.

7. What did the king say to Haman? v. 11b

The silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee

8. In verse 10, the king gave Haman his ring. Why? v. 12

in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the king's ring...  To turn the word into law.....

9. According to the letter or decree, what was to happen to the Jews? v.13
to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day

10.  When was the destruction of the Jews to take place? v. 13 _upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,

which'is the month Adar

CHAPTER FOUR - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

This chapter tells how Queen Esther learned of the decree and how she responded by asking all the
Jews to fast in her behalf.

1. What did Mordecai do when he heard about the decree? vv. 1-2

Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and

a bitter cry; And came even before the king's gate
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2. What were the Jews throughout the kingdom doing? v. 3 _there was great mourning among the Jews, and

fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes

3. When Esther learned that all the Jews were mourning and in sackcloth,what was her reaction? v.4
she was exceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from him
4, Why did Queen Esther send Hatach to Mordecai? v. 5 _to know what it was, and why it was
5 What did Mordecai give to Hatach? v. 8a the copy of the writing of the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them
6 What did Mordecai charge Esther to do? v. 8b charge her that she should go in unto the king, to make

supplication unto him, and to make request before him for her people

Though Esther was queen of Persia, she had never revealed that she was a Jew. However, now
God would use this situation to achieve His purpose.

Esther’s uninvited entrance unto the king would be dangerous. No one was allowed to go before
the king unless specifically called. An intruder could be executed.

7. How long had it been since the king had sent for Esther? v. 11 _thirty days

In verse 13, Mordecai reminded Esther that her position as queen would not exclude her from
Haman’s decree. Mordecai revealed his faith when he stated that if Esther did not go to the king, then
deliverance would surely arise from some other source. (verse 14)

8. What was Mordecai’s concluding remark to Esther? v. 14b

who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this

This statement is the key to understanding the purpose of the book of Esther. The entire story
illustrates God’s unfailing providence for His people; He had arranged the characters and circumstances
of history in order that His people might be delivered. Today, we Christians should also consider why we
have been placed in our present position. For who knows whether, by the purpose of God, we too "art
come to the kingdom for such a time as this".

9 What did Esther tell Mordecai to do? v. 16a gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan,

and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day

10.  What was Esther’s attitude about entering the king’s presence without his permission? v. 16b
so will | go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if | perish, | perish.

This is also the right attitude toward doing God’s will--if we perish, we perish. God is in full
control, and He will take care of any life fully entrusted into His hands.

CHAPTER FIVE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

Esther accepted the challenge and went in to the king. God had highly favored Esther in the
king’s sight, and therefore when she entered the royal court, King Ahausuerus extended his golden scepter
indicating his acceptance of her presence.

1. When Esther went before the king, what did she put on? v. 1 _Esther puton her royal apparel
2. King Ahasuerus offered Esther anything, even to half of his kingdom, but what was her request?
v. 4 lettheking and Haman come this day unto the banquet that | have prepared for him
3. Did Haman and the king go to the banquet? v. 5 theking and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had prepared.
-9.
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While at the banquet, the king inquired about Esther’s wish. However, cautious about perfect
timing, Esther arranged for yet another banquet.

4. As Haman left the banquet, he was feeling proud and important; but what did he feel when he saw
Mordecai at the king’s gate? v. 9

he was full of indignation against Mordecai.

5. Who was Zeresh? v. 10 _ Zeresh his wife.

In verses 11 and 12, Haman arrogantly boasted of his riches and high position. With great swell-
ing pride, Haman told how the queen had invited him to both of her personal banquets. Yet in his own
words, Haman felt it was all worthless as long as Mordecai refused to pay him homage. (verse 13)

. . . Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and to morrow
6. What did Zeresh and his friends tell Haman to do? v. 14 9 Y 9
speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon: then go thou in merrily

CHAPTER SIX - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

In Chapter 2, we read of Mordecai’s loyal but unrewarded act in saving the king’s life. Now as
Mordecai stood in peril of his very life, the workings of divine providence became evident. It was no
coincidence that the king was sleepless and called for the book of records to be read to him. (verse 1)

1. When the king asked what had been done to honor Mordecai for saving his life, what was the
answer? v. 3 There is nothing done for him.

Why had Haman come to the king’s court? v.4 to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had

d for hi
3. To whom did Haman think the king was refen'ingp\:s en he asked how he should honor someone?

v. 6 To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself?

Presuming that the king had him in mind, Haman was very extravagant in suggesting how honor
should be bestowed. (verses 8-9)

4. What did the king instruct Haman to do? v. 10 Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said,
and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken

5. After he led Mordecai through the city, what did Haman do? v. 12

Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his head covered

With his pride crushed, Haman began to tell his wife and friends of his terrible misfortune.
6. Haman’s counselors were truly wise, for they told Haman, "Thou shalt not
prevail against him, s but Shal]. Sure].y fall before him .n v. 13

Zeresh and the wise men must have sensed that the Jews were under divine protection.

CHAPTER SEVEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

Esther had been careful to wait for the perfect time to make known her request to King Ahasuerus.
At the second banquet, Esther had her opportunity.

ey . . If I have found favour in thy sight, O king,
1. In response to the king’s inquiry, what did Esther request? v. 3 Y9 9

and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request

-10 -
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2. What did the king want to know after Esther told him of the destruction set for her people? v. 5
Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so

3. When Esther told the king that Haman was responsible, what was Haman’s reaction? v. 6
Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.

The king was full of wrath and went into the palace garden. While he was there, Haman fell on
his face asking Esther to intercede for his life. Ahasuerus became even angrier when he returned from the
garden and saw Haman entreating Esther. (verses 7-8)

4. When Harbonah told the king about the gallows Haman had erected, what did the king say? v. 9
Then the king said, Hang him thereon.

CHAPTER EIGHT - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

1. To whom did King Ahasuerus give Haman’s house? v. 1 Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews' enemy unto

. . Esther the queen
2. What did Esther want the king to put away? v. 3
to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had devised against the Jews

In verse 5, Esther asked the king to reverse the decree made against the Jews. However, once a
decree had been sent from the king, it could not be reversed. Therefore, King Ahasuerus gave Esther and
Mordecai authority to send out another decree sealed with his ring. Mordecai’s decree gave the Jews a
right to slay those who attempted to carry out Haman’s original decree against them. (verses 8-13)

. . The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour.
3. What was the Jews’ reaction to this second decree? v. 16 9 d 10%

4, What did many of the people of the land do? v. 17b many of the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of the
Jews fell upon them

CHAPTER NINE - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

In spite of the second decree, some of the Persians still rose up against the Jews. With God’s help,
the Jews defended themselves and defeated all their enemies. The feast of Purim was instituted at this
time as a continual celebration of this wonderful victory.

1. What did the enemies of the Jews hope to do on the thirteenth of Adar? v.1
the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them

Why could no man withstand the Jews? v. 2 for the fear of them fell upon all people.
3 Who helpcd the Jews? v. 3 all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king

4. What did the Jews do to their enemies? v. 5 the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword

5. At the palace in Shushan, how many men did the Jews destroy? v. 6 _five hundred men.

When the ten sons of Haman were killed, what did the Jews do with the spoil (their goods)? v. 10
but on the spoil laid they not their hand.

7. After news of the battle was brought to the king, he again asked Esther what she would like from
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him. What two things did Esther ask of the king? v. 13 a.

let it be granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to morrow also according unto this day's decree,

b and let Haman's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows.

8. How many men were slain in Shushan on the fourteenth day of Adar? v. 15 _three hundred men at Shushan

Although the Jews were entitled to take the spoils of their enemies, they refrained from doing so.
They desired nothing except their own preservation.

9. What two days were instituted as the Feast of Purim? v. 21
that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly

Jews today still observe this celebration by feasting and reading the book of Esther in their syna-
gogues.

CHAPTER TEN - READ THE CHAPTER FIRST

Mordecai was placed second in power to King Ahasuerus. In spite of this honor, Mordecai never
forgot his people or sought wealth for himself. His total concern and commitment were directed to the
welfare of the Jews.

1. How does verse 3 describe Mordecai’s attitude toward his people? v. 3b
seeking the wealth of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed.

The Jews have been a persecuted people for almost 2,300 years of history. Many have tried to
destroy the entire race, but without success. The Jews are God’s people and He preserves His own! Just
as this wonderful story of Esther illustrates, no matter how the circumstances appear, God’s will and His
Word shall be done.

I have answered all questions and completed all memory work to the best of my ability.
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